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DONNA AND VIKKI SIMPSON 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.52 pm]:  I will tell the House today about two remarkable young sisters from 
Albany, Donna and Vikki Simpson.  In 1992 Vikki and Donna bought a caravan to travel around Australia and 
perform.  They met up with Josh Cunningham in Broome, who was playing for an all-bloke rock-and-roll band.  
After jamming with him for 10 minutes, they asked him to join their group.  He agreed, and The Waifs were 
born.  They travelled around Australia for the next three years and lived in a campervan.  In 1996 their first 
album, The Waifs, was released.  Their second album, Shelter Me, was released in 1998, and Sink or Swim was 
released in 2000.  In between all this was continuous touring throughout Australia, America, the United 
Kingdom and Canada.  There were not always the crowds that flock to watch them perform now.  A lot of lonely 
nights on the road, homesickness and maintaining the dream - when in some places only very small crowds 
turned up - are just some of the hurdles that The Waifs have overcome.   

Their latest release, Up All Night, has sold over 55 000 copies in Australia alone.  After supporting Bob Dylan in 
Australia, they will appear as his support act for 15 shows all over the United States.  They will also appear in 20 
major festivals, including the Newport Folk Festival for a record third consecutive time, and the prestigious New 
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival - the first Australian group to be on the bill.  The fact that these young ladies 
have achieved this success, after starting off in a country town, should be an inspiration to all young country 
people.  Regardless of where they live, if they have the desire and dedication to succeed, and the support and 
love of their family, they can achieve anything. 
 


